RICHARD LOVELACE

[Born 1618. Cavalier and poet He was the heir to great estates
in Kent and was educated at Oxford, where he was described by
Anthony Wood as the most amiable and beautiful person that eye ever
beheld. Leaving Oxford, he repaired in great splendour to the Court
and served in the Scottish expeditions of 1639. For presenting the
Kentish Petition in favour of the King in 1642, he was thrown into
the Gatehouse Prison, where he wrote the poem Stone walls do not a
prison make, nor iron bars a cage. He rejoined Charles I in 1645 and
served with the French King in 1646. It being reported that he was
killed, his betrothed Lucy Sacheverell (Lucasta) married another man.
Lovekce was again imprisoned in 1648, and while in prison he
prepared his poems for the press. He had by now spent his whole
fortune in support of the Royalist cause, whereupon he grew, says
Wood, very melancholy (which brought him at length into a consumption}
became very poor in body and person, was the object of charity, went in ragged
cloaths (whereas when he was in his glory he wore cloth of gold and silver] and
mostly lodged in obscure and dirty places, more befitting the worst of beggars
and poorest of servants. He died in 1658.]

K2HARD LOVELACE, Esq.; he was a most beautifull
Gentleman.
Obiit in a Cellar in Long Acre, a little before the
Restauration of his Majestic.   Mr. Edmund Wyld, etc., have
made collections for him, and given him money.   George Petty,
Haberdasher, in Fleet Street, carried xxs. to him every Monday
morning from Sir John Many and Charles Cotton, Esq., for
many moneths, but was never repayd.

One of the handsomest men in England. He was an extra-
ordinary handsome Man, but prowd. He wrote a Poem called
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